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in the Biblical texts the possibility of his having been
a contemporary of the great Babylonian lawgiver
Hammurabi.
It is possible that the ancestors of the Hebrews
moved out of Ur under Abraham about 2000 B. c.5
entered Canaan and left it soon after, reaching Egypt
sometime about 1800. It is possible also that the
Hyksos were part of the great movement who, after
taking Egypt, settled the jews there as their state func-
tionaries and tax-collectors. The rule of the Hyksos
became so intolerable, because of their oppressive
way sand because of the Egyptian love for independence,
that the people of Egypt rose in revolt and expelled
the foreign rulers. The Jews too were foreigners
who had so identified themselves with the Hyksos
and made themselves so hated through their tyran-
nical methods of exactions that the Egyptians made a
bid to annihilate them. But their leader, Moses, led
them out of the country and, wandering across the
Arabian desert and the slopes of the Sinai under ex-
tremely severe conditions of every character, they
entered Palestine. Moses himself died on the way
but his followers under Aaron reached the Promised
Land which they made their final abode. The Ara-
maeans and the Israelites, having originated from
the same spot and being closely akin in stock, coalesced
easily and from the first. They absorbed in course of
time the Canaanite and Amorite inhabitants of the
land too who were Semites like them.
The Philistines entered Palestine a little later and set-
tled down south of Phoenicia along the sea. They were
uncircumcised Aegean invaders from Crete and were
never sought to be absorbed by the Semites to whom
they were so alien in everything. The Phoenicians
in the north and out of Palestine were Semites but
they looked down upon the Aramaeans of Syria and
the Israelites of Palestine because they were so back-
ward in civilization. They themselves were rich